
Dear Niagara Falls, First Assembly family, 
 
I want to take a moment to let you know about Wednesday's Supreme Court Decision and how it 
will affect our church. 
 
On Wednesday evening the Supreme Court decided by a margin of 5-4 that the COVID-19 
restrictions that Governor Cuomo placed on churches were not consistent with the 
Constitution and treated churches unfairly. The majority stated that “Houses of worship faced 
far greater restrictions than other business.” The Court went on to say that “Members of this 
Court are not public health experts, and we should respect the judgment of those with special 
expertise and responsibility in this area. But even in a pandemic, the Constitution cannot be put 
away and forgotten." 
 
THIS IS A BIG WIN FOR CHURCHES 
In a majority of lower court decisions across the nation judges have sided with the government 
and ruled against the churches. So, to have the Supreme Court side with churches is a historic 
win. The 1st Amendment of the Constitution protects the "free exercise" of religion that cannot 
be influenced, hindered, or controlled by our government. 
 
I agree 100% with the ruling of the Supreme Court as it relates to churches. However, the 
pastoral staff, the Official Church Board, and I will continue to make the decisions for our 
church based on prayer and godly counsel - not on legal decisions or political positions. 
 
THIS WILL NOT CHANGE ANY OF OUR PROTOCOLS 
In an effort to use wisdom in our continued re-opening approach we will not change any of our 
current protocols and we will not increase our attendance capacities. Even though this is a 
major decision that will affect policies and government standards for future Executive Orders, 
we believe that our safety systems have been extremely protective of our church family and all 
our guests! 
 
As we move through this pandemic there will come a time when we will lighten restrictions and 
regulations in our church building, but we are not at that point today! Our pastoral staff, office 
staff and reopening strategy partners have worked rigorously to create a safe, spacious, and 
sanitized environment for you - and they have excelled in all of those protocols. So, please be 
patient with us as we continue to safely navigate our way through this unprecedented season.  
 
We love and appreciate you.   
 
Pastor Chris and Maydee 
 


